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June Virtual Meeting 


Tales of an Alaskan Field Day 
by Jim De Loach, WUOI 


Wednesday, June 10 
Meeting Starts at 7pm 
Visitors Are Welcome! 


Virtual Meeting via Zoom, 
See Zoom Instructions on Page 3 


Due to the coronavirus, there will be 
no meeting at American Red Cross. 


WVARA Repeaters (W6PIY) 


52.580- MHz 


Club Net 
WVARA’s club net is on the W6PIY repeaters 
each Tuesday at 8:30 pm. All repeaters are 
linked together during the net. The net script 


can be found at www.wvara.org/net.html . 


Due to the coronavirus, this month’s meeting will not be held at the Red Cross Building. Instead, 
we will hold a virtual meeting via Zoom at 7pm on Wednesday, June 10. At this month’s meeting, 


Jim De Loach (WUOI) will give a virtual presentation on his Field Day operation from a remote 
location in the wilds of Southeast Alaska. (See Zoom instructions on page 3.) 


Looking forward to seeing you at Wednesday’s VIRTUAL meeting. 
Jim, K6El 
WVARA Vice President 


Tales of an Alaskan Field Day 
by Jim De Loach, WUOI 


Have you ever wanted to participate in a DXpedition but did not want to wander too far or 
spend a lot of money? Then you should try Alaska! Alaska makes a great vacation destina- 
tion, it is rare enough and exotic enough (with its own DXCC listing) to be a fun DX spot, and 
adding an Amateur Radio component to your vacation is easier than you think! In his presen- 
tation, Jim explains how he and his lovely XYL mounted a Field Day DXpedition to Alaska in 
2017, and nearly won the state! 


Jim De Loach, WUOI, is a Silicon Valley wireless and location technology systems engineer 
specialized in data analytics, field testing, product definition, and tools development. For fun, 
Jim loves to build high-performance temporary contest stations, but prefers to get out of the 
way and let the real operators take over as soon as the station is up and running! Jim and 
XYL Maggie (KK6DZS) are WVARA members, live in Sunnyvale, and love to travel. Jim can 
be reached at jim at deloach.net . 


Jim (WUOI) and Maggie (KK6DZS) 
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Join Zoom Meeting 


https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/83252301029?pwd=cGOvNDZGS1J2NzZJ1ZXZ2VUY2S114Zz09 
Meeting ID: 832 5230 1029 


Password: w6piy 


For Dial-in: 
+1 669 900 6833 
Dial-in Audio Password: 028366 
Zoom Help Center - Joining a Meeting: 
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-How-Do-|-Join-A-Meeting- 


Congratulations to Bill Ashby, AA6FC on becoming 
the Santa Clara Valley Section Manager! 


Tuesdays at 8:30 PM 

| CallSign | Name | 05/12/20 | 05/19/20 | 05/26/20 | 06/02/20 _| 
| Total | | tT tt 
| AABRB [| Roy | XT 
| ABeXS [| Kevin | |X 
| AFGBAE [Bile OT EX 
| K6ACE [| Lary | =| TX 
| KEEL | im | 

KC6ZKT 

KC7XE 

KD6WJV 

KF6EMB 

KK6HPF 

KK6VF NET 

KM6RUZ 

KX6B 

N6BTU 

N6FYR 

NT6S 

W6BG 

W6DGE 

W6ESL 

W6IA X 

W6MNL 

W6OUT 

W6PK 

W8RJL 

WB6JHI 
WB6KHP 

WR3K 

WR6Z 
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Field Day Status Update 
by Jim Peterson, K6El 


Under normal circumstances, Field Day is a great opportunity to get outdoors and gain experi- 
ence assembling and operating amateur stations in the rough. For the past fourteen years, 
WVARA has enjoyed running our Field Day event from the top of Mora Hill in Rancho San An- 
tonio Open Space Reserve. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we have not been granted a user 
permit for this year’s Field Day weekend. This is not surprising, since the Midpeninsula Open 
Space District has a total ban in place on all permits. 


Given Santa Clara County’s ongoing restrictions on social gatherings, it doesn’t make sense 
for us to attempt a large-scale Field Day event this year. Instead, all WVWARA members are 
encouraged to participate in Field Day using whatever station category they prefer. Table 

1 lists the various Field Day station categories. Ordinarily, Class D stations can only count 
contacts made with Class A, B, C, E, and F Field Day stations, but the temporary rule waiver 
for 2020 allows Class D stations to count contacts with other Class D stations for QSO credit. 
You can find further details at: 


http://www.arrl.org/news/temporary-rule-waivers-announced-for-2020-arrl-field-day 


Table 1: Field Day Station Categories 


lass [classe [Class F 
_ ko 

| wo | so | NO 
a a 


7.3.6. Message Handling 
| ono | wo | 
LO 


So this year is a golden opportunity to think outside the box. One WVARA member might 
participate via Class D (home station, commercial power), while another member might par- 
ticipate via Class C (mobile), another via Class E (home station, emergency power), and yet 
another by pitching a tent in their backyard, tossing a wire over a tree and operating Class B - 
Battery (one or two person portable / Battery). 


Since it is always fun to have a goal to strive for, the ARRL is going to publish a listing of club 
scores, with each score being the aggregated sum of all individual entries by that club’s mem- 
bers. Even though Field Day is not a contest, I’m sure we'd all like to see WVARA achieve a 
great score. Let’s see if we can put WVARA in the Top Ten this year! 


Just remember that when you compile your station’s final score and submit your Field Day log 
to the ARRL, be sure to indicate affiliation with our club so your score can be aggregated into 
WVARA‘s club score. And please send a copy of your submitted score to me (at CQField- 
Day@gmail.com) so we can keep a running total of how our club has done. 
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As always, your score is based on the total number of QSO points times the power multiplier 
plus bonus points. If running 150 watts or less, your power multiplier is 2 (two). And if your 
contacts are all made with 5 Watts or less via a power source such as batteries and/or solar 
cells, your power multiplier is 5 (five) — provided you don’t recharge your battery via generator 
or commercial power source during the event. 


Also, don't forget to consider Bonus Points when planning your personal Field Day operation. 
Table 2 lists some of the various bonus categories that are available to each station class. 
Details on bonus points per category can be found at: 


http://www. arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2020/1_61-2020%20Rules.pdf 


Table 2: Available Bonus Categories for each Class of Field Day Station 


lass A 


For example, if | use my home station using a battery as my emergency power source (Class 
E), | might choose to operate QRP in order to gain the 5x power multiplier along with 100 bo- 
nus points for using 100% emergency power (7.3.1). And | might do the following four things 
to collect an extra 350 bonus points: 


* Email a short press-release to a local newspaper or TV/radio station to get 100 bonus 
points (7.3.2) 


* Pre-charge my battery via a solar panel to get 100 bonus points (7.3.8) 
* Copy the W1AW bulletin via CW, SSB, or RTTY and get 100 bonus points (7.3.9) 
* Submit my Field Day log via the ARRL website for 50 bonus points (7.3.14) 


Bottom Line: Field Day this year will still be a great opportunity for us to have fun and in- 
crease our emergency preparedness. So don’t forget to mark Field Day Weekend (June 
27-28) on your calendar. I’m looking forward to making radio contact with you during the big 
event! You can find details about Field Day at: 


http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2020/1_61-2020%20Rules.pdf 
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2020 West Valley Amateur 
Radio Association Board 


President: Bill Fehring, W9KKN 
Vice President: Jim Peterson, K6EI 
Secretary: Mark Sayre, W6IA 
Treasurer: Russ Blahetka, WD9DD 
Past President: Bobby Barnett, KOXI 


Directors: 

Svend Jensen, KF6EMB, 2020 

Kevin Smith, KK6VF, 2019-2020 

Bill Ashby, N6FFC, 2020 

Chuck Kamas, AD6CL, 2020-2021 
Steve Sergeant, KC6ZKT, 2020-2021 
Dave Schultheis, WB6KHP, 2020-2021 


The Heterodyne is published monthly 
by the West Valley Amateur Radio 
Association and sent to all club mem- 
bers via the web. Please obtain per- 
mission from the author to re-publish 
any article in this publication. 


73 


Club Web Page: www.wvara.org 
Heterodyne Editor: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Internet Postmaster: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
LOTW Certificates: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Meeting Refreshments: Kevin Smith, 
KK6VF 

Repeater Trustee: Chuck Kamas, AD6CL 
Webmaster: Larry Goodwin, KG6ENF 


Speaker Committee: 
John Glass, NU6P 
Scott Emery, AD6RY 
Jim Peterson, K6El 
Jon Kelley, KBWV 
Phil Verinsky, W6PK 


Club address: 

West Valley Amateur Radio Assn 
P.O. Box 6544 

San Jose, CA 95150-6544 
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